M y brothers and sisters united in faith and humanity:
millions of men, women, babies and children.
Religious people, and men of goodwill, know that racism still lurks deep in most of the world, poisoning the very wells of good will and mutual trust from which the world must drink, and drink deeply if it is to survive.
Religious people, and men of goodwill, know that fear is des tructive, and that fear leads to hate, and hate to violence, and violence to repression, and persecution.
Religious people, and men of goodwill, know that war is not the road to reconciliation among brothers, and that the selfish pursuit of national interest destroys the chance of a world com munity of brotherhood and sisterhood.
W hy is it that the religious people, and the men of goodwill who are the large majority, have so little influence in the world today ?
Because we are timid, and afraid of each other. Because we have let ancient and outworn divisions keep us from working together. Because we have not joined together to let the flame of our religious faith outshine the works of evil and selfishness.
O ur division, our timidity, and our silence have left the mighty forces of racism, poverty and war unchallenged. O ur silence has been paid for by the suffering of millions, for whom we should have been the advocate, the friend and the spokesman. Silence with hope is one thine-, but silence without hope destroys the spirit of men and women. It is our task today to re-establish hope in the heart of mankind.
Silence is a luxury that we cannot afford. Millions of babies die of hunger, while vast amounts of food are wasted. We must not be silent! People starve while big industry spends billions on goods that are built for the privileged. We must not be silent! The rich in the world harden their hearts against the poor, and tend to grasp their goods and their wealth to them, while the poor suffer. Only by sharing can men be set free from po verty, and if some men must become less rich so all men can eat, well, the greatest compensation for selfish materialism that I know is the love that the poor can give to those who care and who are willing to suffer a little to help.
We all know this, that our task is to see that the struggle against war must also be part of a united strus-^le against poverty and The question is, what can we, religious leaders assembled from all over the world, do about it ? How can we become effective agents of building brotherhood, how can we be peace-makers, how can we struggle against poverty, how can we combine to remove the demon of racism from the heart of every person and from the culture and institutions of every society ?
The task is great, and cannot be done in one step, or achieved by one decision. But we must begin where we are, and take the first step, conscious of the tremendous task and burdens and the sacrifice and suffering that may be ours, if we undertake this task.
The first step for us, I believe, is to declare to the world -to the whole world-by every means at our disposal-that there is hope! That racism, poverty and war can be overcome, and a new and better tomorrow can be ours.
I say this because I believe that despair and disillusionment are major impediments to social, economic and political change today. Hopelessness has stopped up the springs of creativity, and doubt has dammed up the river of loving brotherhood.
It is religion that can overcome our barriers, that can cause our timid tongues to speak, that can give new hope to our fainting hearts, and fresn ideas to our tired and confused minds.
There is a power that sets men free from age-old prejudices, and we have met here and discovered that the love of God, which is the source of all true religion, also transcends and brings together all who are truly human. We have loved each other here, and in our love we have found nurture for our souls and hope for our hearts.
-144 --As I said earlier， it is time, my brothers and sisters, for a mighty act of soul-force, to raise up before all men the ancient dreams of brotherhood and justice. We must produce brave words, but more than brave words, we must produce mighty acts.
I respectfully submit to you today that we, as representatives of the major religions of the world, begin taking the following steps toward a world of genuine peace: 1 ) That, within one year, we assemble at the seat of the United Nations, and there, before the eyes of the world, we call upon political leaders to work with us for peace with justice.
For there can be no peace without justice. And justice means the absence of war, poverty, and racism.
2) That we constantly speak out against genocide wherever it exists, and take vigorous and legitimate protest actions against genocide and racism. And when I speak of genocide, I refer not only to the open, brutal slaughter of people of color. I speak also of subtle, day-by-day, racist starvation and exploita tion-the kind of genocide described by the United Nations Charter itself: the calculated destruction or oppression of a race of people, in whole or in part.
3) That we counsel the peoples of color in the world not to engage in racist warfare against each other; and that we firmly insist to the white peoples oi the world that they must reject the ungodly notion of skin privilege. 
